
Curriculum and Communications Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

May 17, 2018 

4:30 pm 

 

 

Present:   Kathryn Barnes, Margaret Fallow, Karen Fisher, Sarah Jones, Eric Kennedy,  

Ben Kirby, Lisa Kudwa, Dawn Martin, Terry McCreight, Ray Metcalf, Lisa Welch, 

Monica Zuzow 

 

Absent:  Mary Smothers, Kathleen Harmon 

 
Public Comments 

None 

 

New Business 

1. The addition of a classroom for emotionally impaired students at SLHS will begin in 

2018-2019. We will add a teacher and a para. 
  

2. The Cougarettes moved to a varsity sport at SLEHS. Students will have an additional 

opportunity to earn a varsity letter.  
 

3. The process of “Public Comments” was brought up by Margaret Fallow, and she wants to 

have the members of the committee speak during the other agenda item if they have 

additional topics for discussion.  Sub-committees will function like a Board meeting as 

far as non-committee members having comments. 
 

4. Many of the elementary schools are about to or already went to 5th-grade overnight 

camp. Sayre and Hardy didn’t attend overnight camp this year due to staffing/volunteer 

issues. They did day camp, and it seemed enjoyable.  Both types of camps were well 

attended. Overall, it was a struggle to get enough chaperones. There was discussion about 

whether there is a need for consistency about the experiences that each school offers. 

Information will be shared with the Board of Education, who will determine next steps. 
   

5. The High School award ceremonies were discussed. These will be held in the evening in 

the fall along with the Academic Letter awards.  Mrs. Fisher shared that at least at East, 

there may be a need to do two separate celebrations starting at 6 & 7:30. 
  

6. Grading and Reporting Committee has reviewed the process of the class ranking model. 

The committee is recommending that class rank is no longer used with this year’s junior 

class. There will be a need to communicate the “why” of the change effectively. The 

presentation that the Board of Education will see Monday was shown. 
   

7. This was the first year for NWEA testing. MDE is offering payment for K-8 testing. This 

year we tested K-5. We will likely pick up testing for grades 6-8.   



8. We had a discussion regarding the addition of a Developmental Kindergarten in the 

District. We will be surveying the community to see what the interest would be in our 

community. The target student is the waiver group for kindergarten entry age. We would 

be looking at doing this at 1-2 buildings. If a student lived in the boundary of the hosting 

school they would be able to use transportation. This program is a planned retention 

program and they wouldn’t be subject to the 3rd grade retention criteria.  
 
9. SLCS currently offers four World Languages. (Chinese, Japanese, German, and Spanish) 

We are looking at bringing back a World Language Survey course back in the 7th grade 

rotation for 12 weeks. This would be partnered with Health and Physical Education. This 

will help for future planning for the course offerings in 8th grade and high school. This 

would be put in place for the 19-20 school year.  
 

Old Business 

1. We are working with Signs Unleased to create a new Logo and slogan for SLCS. Some 

samples for slogans were provided.  
 
2. During the Safety and security update, the committee was informed that we will be doing 

ALICE Training with the staff. We are also looking at working with one police agency to 

assist with public statements. We are also looking to be more explicit with the statements 

that are going out to the community. Some committee members expressed the need for 

more specific communication. It may be beneficial for some specific updates sent to the 

community via Skylerts.  
 

Other 

The Code of Conduct revisions will be shared at the June Board of Education meetings.  

The School Improvement Plans will also be shared at the same time. 

There was a question about the timeline for the Band instruments in the future.   

 

Public Comments 

None 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:27.  

 

 


